WHAT DOES A
‘JUST TRANSITION’
MEAN FOR YOU?

Millions of people living in informal
settlements experience high risks from
climate change. The land they live on can

be easily flooded or collapse in mudslides
(on steep hills). Low quality housing, made
from zinc with not enough ventilation, is less
able to resist high winds. Heatwaves (which
affect old people and young children most)
can feel worse in informal settlements.

{ DID YOU KNOW |
Climate change is caused by many things, like

%-. smoke from factories, creating electricity, driving

[I} cars and destroying forests. These gases (from
burning coal, oil and gas) released into the air have
caused our planet to heat up, changing our weather
to become more extreme & unpredictable.

Government must play its partin

upgrading informal settlements to help
reduce vulnerability and increase the
resilience of communities to climate change.

People in informal settlements are least responsible for
the problem, but they’re the ones dealing with its effects,
which isn’t fair. The poorest people who are vulnerable

to pollution and disease because they live in parts of the
city where they lack access to water, sanitation (toilets)
and electricity also have to cope with the consequences
of extreme weather, like flooding, heat stress and drought.
It is difficult for people living in informal settlements to
protect themselves from these threats the way people in
higher income areas can.

{ DID YOU KNOW

Climate resilience is the ability of individuals,
(% communities, businesses and systems within a

city to survive, adapt and grow, no matter what

kinds of stresses and shocks they experience

from climate change.

We need new ideas and solutions to adapt
and make smart choices - not only for
ourselves, but our children too.

Scientists can tell us what might happen in the future
because of a hotter planet, like higher sea levels, floods,
heatwaves and droughts. Even though we don’t have all
the answers yet, we do know that water and electricity are
getting more expensive and government is struggling to
provide them. Natural resources like water are running
out, so making sure everyone has enough will be even
more challenging in the future.

Changing our economy: will it be just?

To tackle climate change worldwide and reduce carbon
emissions, South Africa is changing (or transitioning) its
economy from one based on coal to one using renewable
energy. To make sure this change is fair, it must be driven
from the ground up. It must result in equal benefits for all,
equal say for all, and be able to address existing injustice
and inequality for people and for the environment.

{ DID YOU KNOW

Carbon emissions come from burning fossil

fuels like coal, gas and petrol and from making

= cement. They are part of the greenhouse gases
trapping heat and warming up our planet.

In 2023, the government proposed a plan to guide cities
on how to plan and build differently, using less concrete
and steel in construction, reduce waste and protect
natural areas in a way that also addresses spatial and
social inequality. This is called the Just Urban Transition
and upgrading informal settlements is an important part
of it. The Just Urban Transition framework agrees that
government has to learn to work differently with
communities, who must have an equal say in decisions
that affect them.

{ DID YOU KNOW |

Renewable energy is produced from sources
ﬁ' like the sun, wind and water, which are natural

@ and do not run out. It is also called ‘green energy’
because it doesn’t pollute the air or the water.
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